
     O n e  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  e a c h  C h r i s t m a s  i s  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b l e s s  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  m a y  o t h e r w i s e  b e
f o r g o t t e n .  T h i s  y e a r ,  s o m e  w o n d e r f u l  r e s i d e n t s  f r o m  G o o d
S a m a r i t a n  S o c i e t y  –  W o o d l a n d  w i l l  b e  j o i n i n g  u s  i n  p r e p a r i n g
g i f t s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  w e  h a v e  s e r v e d  a t  S t o n e y b r o o k  M o b i l e  H o m e
P a r k ,  w o m e n  a t  M i n n e s o t a  A d u l t  a n d  T e e n  C h a l l e n g e ,  a n d
o t h e r s  w h o  a r e  w a l k i n g  t h r o u g h  d i f f i c u l t  s e a s o n s .
     W h a t  m a k e s  t h i s  e f f o r t  s o  m e a n i n g f u l  i s  t h e  w a y
c o m p a s s i o n  m u l t i p l i e s .  R e s i d e n t s  a t  W o o d l a n d  h a v e  e a g e r l y
e m b r a c e d  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  s e r v e .  T h e y  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  a  s m a l l
g i f t  o f  k i n d n e s s  m e a n s  t o  s o m e o n e  d u r i n g  a  c h a l l e n g i n g  t i m e .
T h e i r  t e n d e r  h e a r t s  a n d  w i l l i n g  h a n d s  r e m i n d  u s  t h a t  e v e r y
p e r s o n  h a s  s o m e t h i n g  b e a u t i f u l  t o  o f f e r .  A s  t h e y  p a c k a g e  g i f t s
a n d  p r a y  o v e r  e a c h  o n e ,  t h e y  a r e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a  s a c r e d  a c t
— p a s s i n g  a l o n g  G o d ’ s  l o v e  f r o m  o n e  g e n e r a t i o n  t o  a n o t h e r .
     T h e s e  g i f t s  m a y  s e e m  s m a l l ,  b u t  t h e y  c a r r y  s o m e t h i n g  f a r
g r e a t e r  t h a n  w h a t  i s  i n s i d e  t h e  w r a p p i n g .  T h e y  c a r r y
e n c o u r a g e m e n t .  T h e y  c a r r y  d i g n i t y .  T h e y  c a r r y  t h e  m e s s a g e ,
“ Y o u  m a t t e r ,  a n d  y o u  a r e  n o t  a l o n e . ”  F o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a t
S t o n e y b r o o k ,  m a n y  o f  w h o m  f a c e  i n s t a b i l i t y  o r  l i m i t e d
r e s o u r c e s ,  a  s i m p l e  C h r i s t m a s  g i f t  b e c o m e s  a  m o m e n t  o f  j o y —
p r o o f  t h a t  s o m e o n e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h e m .  F o r  t h e  w o m e n  a t
M i n n e s o t a  A d u l t  a n d  T e e n  C h a l l e n g e ,  t h e  g i f t s  s e r v e  a s  a
t a n g i b l e  r e m i n d e r  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  p e o p l e  c h e e r i n g  t h e m  o n  a s
t h e y  w o r k  t o w a r d  h e a l i n g  a n d  
r e n e w a l .       

The Compassionate Way
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W E L C O M E  T O

we're so glad you're here!
Christmas Compassion

     I t  i s  o u r  h o p e  t o  b r i n g  j o y  t o
t h e s e  b e l o v e d  p e o p l e ,  t o  l e t  t h e m
k n o w  t h e y  a r e  s e e n ,  v a l u e d ,  a n d
h e l d  i n  G o d ’ s  c a r e  d u r i n g  t h i s
h o l y  s e a s o n .



Hold On, Pray Expectantly

     W e  h a v e  e n t e r e d  t h e  s e a s o n  o f  A d v e n t ,  a n d  t h i s  w e e k  w e
t u r n  o u r  h e a r t s  t o w a r d  h o p e .  I  d e c i d e d  t o  c r e a t e  a n  a c r o n y m
f o r  t h e  w o r d  h o p e :  H o l d  O n ,  P r a y  E x p e c t a n t l y .
     W h e n  I  w a s  a  c h i l d ,  I  l o v e d  r i d i n g  m y  h o r s e ,  S u g a r .  H e r
n a m e ,  h o w e v e r ,  d i d  n o t  m a t c h  h e r  p e r s o n a l i t y .  W h e n  s h e
d e c i d e d  s h e  w a s  f i n i s h e d  b e i n g  r i d d e n ,  s h e  w o u l d  b o l t  f o r  h e r
p e n .  N o  a m o u n t  o f  “ w h o a ”  o r  p u l l i n g  o n  t h e  r e i n s  s l o w e d  h e r
d o w n .  A l l  I  c o u l d  d o  w a s  h o l d  o n .
     T h e r e  a r e  s e a s o n s  i n  l i f e  t h a t  f e e l  e x a c t l y  l i k e  t h a t — w h e n
a l l  w e  c a n  d o  i s  h a n g  o n .  Y e t  e v e n  t h e n ,  w e  a r e  n o t  l e f t
h e l p l e s s .  W e  c a n  h o l d  o n  a n d  p r a y  e x p e c t a n t l y ,  t r u s t i n g  t h a t
G o d  i s  p r e s e n t  a n d  a t  w o r k .
     A d v e n t  i s  a  s e a s o n  o f  w a i t i n g  a n d  w a t c h i n g .  W h i l e
C h r i s t m a s  c e l e b r a t e s  J e s u s ’  f i r s t  c o m i n g ,  A d v e n t  r e m i n d s  u s
t h a t  w e  a r e  s t i l l  w a i t i n g  f o r  H i s  r e t u r n .  A s  w e  w a i t ,  w e  d r a w
n e a r  t o  G o d  t h r o u g h  p r a y e r .  W e  h o l d  o n  a n d  p r a y  e x p e c t a n t l y
f o r  C h r i s t  t o  c o m e  a g a i n  a n d  m a k e  a l l  t h i n g s  n e w .
     I n  t h i s  t i m e  o f  w a i t i n g ,  w e  a l s o  h o l d  o n  a n d  p r a y
e x p e c t a n t l y  f o r  a  w o r l d  n o  l o n g e r  d i v i d e d .  W e  p r a y  f o r  p e a c e
i n  o u r  l a n d  a n d  i n  o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  W e  p r a y  f o r  t h e  d a y  w h e n
G o d ’ s  K i n g d o m  w i l l  f u l l y  r e i g n — w h e n  p a i n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  w i l l
c e a s e ,  a n d  w h e n  w e  a r e  r e u n i t e d  w i t h  t h e  l o v e d  o n e s  w h o
h a v e  g o n e  b e f o r e  u s .
     A s  C h r i s t i a n s ,  w e  d o  n o t  p l a c e  o u r  h o p e  i n  t h e  s h i f t i n g
p r o m i s e s  o f  t h i s  w o r l d .  T h o s e  t h i n g s  c a n  n e v e r  g i v e  w h a t  o u r
h e a r t s  t r u l y  l o n g  f o r .  O u r  h o p e  i s  r o o t e d  i n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f
G o d ,  w h o  i s  t r u s t w o r t h y  a n d  t r u e .  I n  1  P e t e r  1 : 3  w e  h e a r  t h i s
g o o d  n e w s :  “ P r a i s e  b e  t o  t h e  G o d  a n d  F a t h e r  o f  o u r  L o r d  J e s u s
C h r i s t !  I n  h i s  g r e a t  m e r c y  h e  h a s  g i v e n  u s  n e w  b i r t h  i n t o  a
l i v i n g  h o p e  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  f r o m  t h e
d e a d . ”
     F r i e n d s ,  w e  h o l d  o n  a n d  p r a y  e x p e c t a n t l y  f o r  t h e  d a y  w h e n
w e  w i l l  w o r s h i p  G o d  f a c e  t o  f a c e .  A n d  i n  t h i s  A d v e n t  s e a s o n ,
m a y  t h i s  b l e s s i n g  r e s t  u p o n  y o u :  “ M a y  t h e  G o d  o f  h o p e  f i l l  y o u
w i t h  a l l  j o y  a n d  p e a c e  a s  y o u  t r u s t  i n  H i m ,  s o  t h a t  y o u  m a y
o v e r f l o w  w i t h  h o p e  b y  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t ”  R o m a n s
1 5 : 1 3 .



     All proceeds donated to The Compassionate Way go to
support our ongoing efforts to extend compassion to those who are
all too often overlooked or forgotten! Please send a check of any
amount to Lakes Area Presbyterian Church at 7761 Excelsior Rd.;
Baxter, MN 56425. Be sure to note on the memo line: The
Compassionate Way. 

Give a Gift that Makes an Eternal Difference
- Yearend Giving

      It was so good to gather, share a meal, and converse about
compassion last month. Individuals offered stories of how they had recently
experienced, extended, or witnessed compassion, love in action. Each story
brought warmth and light to our souls.
     In a time where we often focus on what is wrong with the world. These
gatherings are an opportunity to connect deeply with others about what is
right in the world - where you see and experience compassion. Through our
conversations, we hope that individuals will be inspired to extend
compassion to others. 
      Please consider joining us for this wonderful opportunity to connect and
grow more in our understanding of compassion. We will gather on
Saturday, December 20, at 12:00 p.m. at Lakes Area Presbyterian Church.
Please register by Wednesday, December 17 so that we have enough food
for everyone. There is no commitment to attend more than one gathering.
We meet for one hour.  
      This is an opportunity to connect with others. We believe connection
and compassion are for everyone! 
      

Connection and Compassion are for Everyone

This event is sponsored by the Initiative Foundation.


